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Memorandum 

 

TO:        William R. Bridgeo, City Manager 

 

FROM:  Chief Jared J. Mills 

 

DATE:   March 11, 2021 

 

RE:        Dog Impound Procedures and Fees 

 

It has been suggested to me by our Animal Control Officer that the procedure regarding 

Dog Impounds and the fees associated with them be changed.  Before the pandemic our 

procedure had dog owners come to the Police Department to pay the dog impound fee 

before they could go to the Humane Society to get their dog.  This involved the dog 

owner having to run around unnecessarily in order to be reunited with their dog.  Also, as 

part of this procedure, the owner would pay a fee of $35, $50, or $75 based on whether it 

was a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd offense with in the last 12 months.   

 

This process was changed during the pandemic to limit exposure.  The new and current 

procedure has the dog owner pay the impound fee to the Humane Society to avoid 

coming to the police department.  Since the Humane Society had no way of checking for 

previous offenses, everyone was charged as a 1st offense.  The fees were held by the 

Humane Society and are forwarded to the Police Department on a bi-annual basis.   

 

What we discovered after the new procedure is that the City of Augusta was the last 

municipality to switch over to this procedure.  All other municipalities that use the 

Kennebec Valley Humane Society as their shelter had gone to our new procedure long 

before the pandemic.  The procedure currently in use reunites the dogs with their owners 

in a more efficient manner. 

 

A check of the impound records from June to December 2020 shows that there were no 

2nd or 3rd offenses.  Therefore everyone paid the $35 fee.  What I propose is that the fee 

schedule be changed to one flat fee of $50 (or whatever fee the Council deems 

appropriate) for every offense.  The fee would motivate dog owners to be mindful of their 

animals to prevent further violations in our quest to achieve voluntary compliance.  I 

would also recommend that we be allowed to change the procedure for the paying of 

impound fees to what we are currently doing on a permanent basis.   
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Upon review of our current ordinances the following changes would have to be made in 

order to implement this new procedure: 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, By the City Council of the City of Augusta, as follows: 

 

That Article II, section 119-4 Impounding of Unlicensed Dogs. Of the Revised Code 

of Ordinances 1990, as amended, be further amended by adding and deleting the 

following language: 

 

A. Any dog not licensed in accordance with 7 M.R.S.A. § 3923-A and found at large may 

be taken by a police officer or Animal Control Officer to a licensed veterinarian or 

Humane Society shelter and kept there for a maximum period of six days. 

B. The owner of such dog may, within such period, claim the dog upon payment of the 

daily boarding fee for the time such dog was retained plus an impound fee which shall be 

set from time to time, and a schedule of such fees is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 

C.  

In addition to all boarding and impound fees, the owner/keeper must provide evidence 

that the dog, if more than six months of age, is currently licensed prior to its release from 

impound. 

D. If a dog is not claimed, the veterinarian or shelter, at the end of the six-day period, 

may give away, sell or otherwise humanely dispose of such dog. 

 

That Article II, section 119-8 Dogs On A Public Way. Of the Revised Code of 

Ordinances 1990, as amended, be further amended by adding and deleting the 

following language: 

 

A.  No owner or keeper of a dog shall permit such animal to be upon a public way as 

defined in Chapter 1, Article II, Definitions; Interpretation, unless such animal is 

controlled by a leash (as defined in § 119-10) or within a vehicle being driven or parked 

on the streets or within the property limits of its owner or keeper. Nothing in this section 

shall be held to require the leashing of any dog while on private premises. If any person 

violates the provisions hereof, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

B. Any police officer or Animal Control Officer within the City shall seize, impound or 

restrain any dog kept in violation of this section and any dog running at large and deliver 

such dog to a licensed veterinarian or Humane Society shelter, to be kept there and 

disposed of in accordance with § 119-4. 
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C.   No dog shall be released by the veterinarian or Humane Society shelter unless such 

owner or keeper has paid the current impoundment fee to the Augusta Police Bureau 
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